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COMMENTS 

WHAT INTERESTS WATER WORKS MEN MOST 

At the St. Louis convention the proposal to make the Journal a 
more useful publication met with warm approval. To do this 
makes it necessary for the Publication Committee to try to solve 
the old and troublesome question of what interests water works 
men most. The technical journals have their editorial representa- 
tives traveling about all the time, meeting the men who are in 
charge of all kinds of work and thus learning what they wish to 
know as well as what they are doing. They succeed as they keep 
in touch with their field in this way, and they fail as they edit their 
journals from the office chair alone. Each member of the Publi- 
cation Committee is busily engaged in solving his own problems of 
administration and construction and investigation; none has time 
to travel about on editorial work. Consequently, at the outset of 
the new duties put upon the Publication Committee, the members 
of the Association should let the Committee know what, in their 
opinion, is the field in which water works men take most interest. 

It is a most troublesome and bewildering experience to spend long 
study and carry on protracted correspondence in order to write a 
comprehensive summary of the present views held on a subject of 
really great importance, only to find that this report is regarded as 
a dead issue. Such an experience is not likely to encourage those 
who have had it to renewed activity of this character. For example, 
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take the report of the Committee on Depreciation. After a great 
amount of correspondence and study, the committee prepared a 
report which was submitted at the Richmond convention, along 
with a minority report by one of its members. The subject was so 
important and the report was known to be the result of so much 
effort, that rather than take hasty action on it, the report was 
ordered printed and distributed to the members and placed on the 
program of the next convention for final discussion and action. But 
at St. Louis the matter had been so forgotten that no action was 
taken in accordance with the vote of the Association the year before, 
and the fact that the committee had been discharged at its own re- 
quest at Richmond was overlooked. As a result one of the most 
important reports made to the Association still remains without 
action and existing only in pamphlet form. 

This report was a subject of great interest at Richmond; it was 
a dead letter at St. Louis. What then should be the guide of the 
Publication Committee in determining matters of interest to the 
members of our Association? Letters from acquaintances tell what 
interests them; I know what interests me. But one man's circle 
is a small one; the Committee wishes to know what interests water 
works men all over the country, so it can make the Journal a very 
live help to them, whether they are managing a small plant or 
managing the water supply of a great city. The Committee cannot 
send a letter of inquiry to every water works man in the country 
about this matter. But every member of the Association who feels 
that a live journal will be useful to him should let the Publication 
Committee know how it should be changed to make it more 
serviceable to him personally. 

A. W. CUDDEBACK. 

CONSERVATION OP WATER SUPPLY BY WATER WASTE PREVENTION 

INSPECTION 

The participation of the United States in the World War has more 
forcibly than ever before impressed water works officials with the 
necessity of conservation of water supply. The federal authorities 
responsible for the prosecution of the war are daily urging the use 
of what was formerly wasted, to reduce the demand for labor and 
materials. The water consumption of communities is being studied 
to determine whether undue waste of water exists, and if so, a de- 



